
SB24-131 
Prohibiting Carrying Firearms in Sensitive 
Spaces 
Concerning prohibiting carrying a firearm in sensitive spaces recognized by the United States 
supreme court as places at which longstanding laws prohibited carrying firearms. 
SESSION:  
2024 Regular Session 
SUBJECT:  
Crimes, Corrections, & Enforcement 
BILL SUMMARY 

The act prohibits a person from knowingly carrying a firearm, both openly and 
concealed, in the following government buildings, including their adjacent parking 
areas: 

• State legislative buildings, including buildings at which the offices of elected 
members are located; 

• A building of a local government's governing body, including buildings at 
which the offices of elected members or the chief executive officer of a local 
government are located (local government buildings); and 

• A courthouse or other building used for court proceedings. 

Unlawful carrying of a firearm in a government building is a class 1 
misdemeanor. The act includes exceptions for law enforcement officers, members of 
the United States armed forces or Colorado National Guard, security personnel, 
persons carrying as part of the lawful and common practices of a legal proceeding, 
and persons who hold a permit to carry a concealed handgun (concealed carry permit) 
who are carrying a concealed handgun in an adjacent parking area. The act permits a 
local government to enact a law permitting carrying at a local government building 
included in the act. Members of the general assembly are exempt from the prohibition 
on carrying in a state legislative building until January 5, 2025. 

The act prohibits a person from knowingly carrying a firearm, both openly and 
concealed, on the property of a child care center, other than a family child care home, 
that is licensed by the department of early childhood or is exempt from licensing 
pursuant to state law, and that operates with stated educational purposes (licensed 
child care center); public or private elementary, middle, junior high, high, or 
vocational school; or any public or private college, university, or seminary (higher 
education institution), with exceptions. A violation is a class 1 misdemeanor. The act 
maintains exceptions in existing law for carrying a firearm on the property of a public 



elementary, middle, junior high, or high school and adds exceptions for concealed 
carry permit holders carrying in the parking area of a licensed child care center or 
higher education institution; security personnel at a licensed child care center or 
higher education institution; and for a licensed child care center that is on the same 
property as another building or improvement, carrying a firearm in an area that is not 
designated as a licensed child care center. 

Existing law prohibits openly carrying a firearm within any polling location or 
central count facility, or within 100 feet of a ballot drop box or any building in which 
a polling location or central count facility is located, while an election or any related 
ongoing election administration activity is in progress. The act prohibits carrying a 
firearm in any manner at those locations. 

APPROVED by Governor May 31, 2024 

EFFECTIVE July 1, 2024 
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as enacted.) 

 
 


